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This tiny house has only two rooms - one on each of its two
levels - but it provides its occupants with fascinatingly complex
spatial experiences, and allows many different ways of use.

The lower floor is a low-ceilinged ‘living room’ space with windows
on all sides giving views horizontally to the surrounding gardens. The
upper-level is a much wider and much taller space, with a large
window linking the room to a small terrace and giving views

vertically to the sky. The ‘diamond-shape’ plan distorts the sense of

scale - people enter the house at the point of the diamond’s

long-axis, from where the room appears much larger than it’s tiny floor area. The main room can seat a maximum of 3
or 4 people, but when the weather is good the windows can all be opened and people can also sit on the
‘en-gawa’ that runs around the outside of the walls, sheltered from the sun by the deep roof-eaves. The whole of
the outside of the house then becomes ‘a piece of garden furniture’. The en-gawa and wide eaves refer to traditional
Japanese architecture, but the geometry and its materials of the house are abstract and contemporary. It is a complex

and intelligently-designed house, of great inventiveness and beauty.
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